
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOUG VANCURA, CHAIR 

dvancura@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2024 
 

CHRISTINE PETERSEN, 

VICE-CHAIR 

cpetersen@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2023 
 

BECKY LANCASTER, 

SECRETARY 

blancaster@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2026 
 

JAQUELYN BOS 

jbos@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2024 
 

SANDY EHLERS 

sehlers@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2026 
 

BARBARA MATTHEWS 

bmatthews@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2025 
 

JOHN PETROVICH 

jpetrovich@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2026 
 

JANET RENTSCH 

jrentsch@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2023 

 

SUSAN SWEET 

ssweet@elkrapids.org  

Term Ending 2025 
 

KAREN SIMPSON, 

VILLAGE PRESIDENT 

Council Representative 

ksimpson@elkrapids.org 

Term Ending Nov. 2024 

  Learn more online at: https://elkrapids.org/downtown-development-authority  

Village of Elk Rapids 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  

JANUARY 2023 

Welcome back to the monthly DDA newsletter! This edition we will focus on the 

revamped Discover Elk Rapids website that will help market our business community 

online. 

DISCOVER ELK RAPIDS WEBSITE UPDATE 
 

The Discover Elk Rapids website has been updated with winter content and has 

received permission to use the Trail Town logo. Check out the site at 

discoverelkrapids.com. This website is a work in progress and will be updated 

throughout the year to feature seasonally relevant content.  

 

The DDA, Elk Rapids Chamber of Commerce, and the Downtown Elk Rapids 

Association have partnered with the Record-Eagle's digital marketing group to assist 

us in enhancing and promoting the site using search engine optimization and 

marketing. The goal of this effort is not only a more user-friendly website with 

visually appealing graphics but also to get the website (and our community) to start 

showing up in search engines when people are looking for a place to visit.  

 

At this time the website is visitor-oriented, and the long-term vision is to have this 

site encompass all aspects of Elk Rapids including businesses, new and existing 

residents as well as visitors. A site that will give anyone searching Elk Rapids all the 

information they might want regarding our beautiful Village from employment and 

economic opportunities, and Village amenities to recreational activities. 
 

We are excited to use this site to showcase the amazing business and recreation 

opportunities that our Village has to offer!  
 

DDA ACTION UPDATES 

 

➢ The DDA has submitted their draft budget request to Village Council for 

review. DDA Board Chair Doug Van Cura and Vice Chair Christine Petersen 

presented this at the January 5, 2023 Budget Workshop. 
 

➢ Per a DDA District Business request, the Cedar Street bathrooms will remain 

open during the Winter Season. Thank you to business leaders who attend 

DDA meetings and share ideas during public comment! 

 

 Please join us for the Regular DDA 

Meeting January 11, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 

that will take place at the Elk Rapids 

Government Center, 315 Bridge Street. 

We hope to see and collaborate with you 

there! 

DDA 

MEMBERS 
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