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STAFF CORNER
This newsletter we are
featuring our Lead
Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP) Operator,
Lane Peterson! While Lane
has worked for the Village
for almost a year, he is no
stranger to life up North.
Lane grew up in Northern
MI, earned his associate in
Water/Wastewater
Technology at Bay de Noc
Community College, and
worked in Traverse City to
help operate 3 different
styles of water and
wastewater treatment
plants, including Short’s
Brewery Pretreatment
Facility!
When Lane is not at Elk
Rapid’s WWTP, he enjoys
spending time with his wife
Heather and daughter
Reyna, as well as riding his
motorcycle as often as the
weather allows.
Lane says that if you would
like to tour the WWTP, call
or email the plant to
schedule a trip!
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BONUS BUDGET INSERT!

BEAUTIFICATION ADOPT-A-GARDEN PROJECT
The Beautification
Commission is looking
for volunteers to help
maintain the beauty of
our community.
Businesses, organizations, families,
groups, and individuals are invited to
help maintain a Village Garden during
the growing months of 2022. Each
garden will come with a designated
contact person who will mentor the
team or individual volunteer and help
with goals that will include ensuring that
the watering system is working
adequately, identifying and pulling
weeds on a regular basis.
The individual or group will select the
garden that they are interested in
maintaining and will let Beautification
Commission
know
by
emailing
sperry@elkrapids.org.
Commission
members will reach out to those who
sign up and lead them through an
orientation process. All materials, such
as plants, mulch, fertilizers, trash and
compost bags, will be provided
throughout the season.

There are 11 gardens the Commission
is asking for assistance to keep
weeded, trash free, and flowers
deadheaded. They include the tennis
courts area, book box garden, Traverse
Street Garden, Kids Pond, Boardwalk
Garden and more. Roughly 15
volunteers are needed to maintain
these areas April through October
2022.
To see the gardens that are available
for
adoption,
please
visit
https://elkrapids.org/beautificationcommission/.

HOW THE BUDGET
CYCLE WORKS

Green
Infrastructure
Projects Coming
to Elk Rapids

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
2021
Staff began preparing
the draft budget.
Department heads
turned in their proposed
budgets for their
department. The
Treasurer and Village
Manager forecasted
revenues for the
upcoming fiscal year.
DECEMBER 2021
Staff presented the first
draft of the budget to the
Village Council. Council
then scheduled several
work sessions to go over
the entirety of the budget
and made adjustments
as needed.
LATE JANUARY 2022
After the budget sessions
concluded, Council set a
public hearing to gather
citizen input on the
proposed budget.
FEBRUARY 2022
Once input was agreed
upon by Council, Staff
prepared the finalized
budget for Council
approval via resolution.
MARCH 1, 2022
Fiscal Year began.
FEBRUARY 28, 2023
Fiscal Year concludes.
JUNE/JULY 2023
The Village contracts with
an independent auditing
firm to conduct a yearly
audit of the Village’s
fiscal year. The firm
grades the Village’s
ability to follow the
budget.

By: Sarah U’Ren, Program
Director, The Watershed
Center Grand Traverse Bay
This summer, the village
will
continue
its
partnership with The
Watershed Center to
reduce stormwater inputs
to Grand Traverse Bay
using
green
infrastructure
techniques.
Green
infrastructure works with
nature to slow, store, and
filter stormwater before it
runs
off
a
site.
Stormwater is a concern
because of the potential
to contribute sediment,
nutrients, pathogens, and
toxins to the bay and its
tributaries.
Two
sections
of
underground infiltration
basins will be constructed
along Cedar Street near
Traverse
and
River
streets this fall. These
systems are typically
made of a half-shaped
section of sturdy plastic
pipe set in a bed of stone
(pictured right).

Stormwater will flow into
these underground pipes
and slowly trickle out
through the stone into the
ground where pollutants
like nutrients, oils, and

bacteria will be broken
down and filtered out. The
pipes are then covered in
stone and wrapped in filter
fabric to prevent sand
from entering the system
once everything gets
covered up by dirt. These
systems
are
sturdy
enough to be installed
under roads and parking
lots.
Underground
infiltration basins like
these have already been
installed
with
great
success in other areas
along Grand Traverse Bay
in Northport (pictured
above), Suttons Bay, and
Traverse City. They are an
ideal way to treat a large
volume of stormwater in
urban areas when there is
not a lot of space above
ground.
Additionally, a series of
six
rain
gardens will
be installed
along Cedar
Street
between
First
and
Third streets
this
fall.
Rain
gardens are

shallow
depressions
where stormwater collects
and is filtered into the
ground instead of running
into storm drains and
nearby waterways. They
are planted with native
shrubs, grasses, and
flowers with deep root
systems
capable
of
withstanding the local
climate and periods of
drought. These plants
filter out and break down
pollutants typically found
in stormwater. The rain
gardens will be planted in
the Village’s right of way
property and the Village
will be responsible for all
maintenance activities.
Funding for the construction of
these projects is provided by
grants from the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative and the
Consumer’s Energy Foundation.

COUNCIL CORNER

SUMMER IS
ALMOST HERE PLANNED
CONSTRUCTION
ON VILLAGE
ROADS

Here is a list of the
sections of road that the
Village plans on working
on in the upcoming
construction season:

Road
crews
are
expected
to
start
construction when the
weather is consistently
warmer.

1. Second Street from
S. Bayshore to Ash.

Watch out for
road closures
and look
forward to
better road
conditions in
the Village!

They say that Michigan 2. Dexter from Noble to
Isle of Pines.
only has two seasons:
winter and construction.
Luckily, we are able to 3. River Street from
Bridge to US-31.
pave several streets this
year to increase the quality
of
driving
conditions 4. Rivershore Drive
from Third to Second.
throughout the Village!

See a Streetlight Out? Call Consumer’s Energy.
The Village of Elk Rapids works with
Consumers Energy to keep our
community well-lit
Thanks to
the Consumers Energy reporting tool,
it is easy to report a streetlight
outage in the Village from your
phone or your desktop computer.
Just follow these steps or use the QR
code to the right to make the report.

How to Report Streetlight Outages:
1. Visit
https://streetlights.comsumersenergy.
com

2. Locate the streetlight on the map by
street address or panning and
zooming on the map.
3. Tell Consumers what you are seeing.
Provide as much detail as you can.

Meet Village Council
Trustee Elaine Glowicki!
Elaine has been a
fixture of our
community for years.
She was the Village
Clerk for over 30 years
and now serves on
Village Council helping
shape decisions in our
community.
In her time on the
Village Council, Elaine
is grateful that she has
had a part in many
community decisions
for the betterment of
the citizens of Elk
Rapids. She is
especially proud that
she was able to vote to
pass an ordinance that
alleviated the sidewalk
maintenance fee for
residents.
Elaine loves living in
such a supportive
community and the
lasting friendships that
she has made over the
years.

Thank you, Trustee
Glowicki, for your
dedication to our
community!

Upcoming Dates:
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For More
Community
Events Info…

Please view the
Elk Rapids
community
calendar on the
Elk Rapids Area
Chamber of
Commerce’s
website at:
elkrapidschamber.org

• Harbor Commission Meetings
Every second Monday of the month.
MARCH 14, APRIL 11, & MAY 9

• Parks & Recreation Meetings
Every first Thursday of the month.
MARCH 3, APRIL 7, & MAY 5

• Planning Commission Meetings
Every fourth Tuesday of the month.
MARCH 22, APRIL 26, & MAY 24

• Brush Collection Start Date
Will continue on the first Monday of the month through summer and fall.
APRIL 4 & MAY 2

• Green Elk Rapids Super Recycle Day
MAY 14

A big THANK
• Public Restrooms Open
YOU to
MAY 15
everyone who
• Village Office Closures
took time for
APRIL 15, 2022 (GOOD FRIDAY)
interviews and
MAY 30, 2022 (MEMORIAL DAY)
contributed
photos that
c ons ul ti ng
Reminders:
highlight our
1. No recreational vehicles are allowed to be in Village Streets or right-or way (side
beautiful
of the road).
community!
2. As of March 1, water and sewage rates will increase by:

We look forward
to putting
together more
newsletters to
keep the
community
informed






Sewer usage - $.30 increase - new amount is $ 7.82 / 1000-gallons used
Sewer flat - $1.51 increase - new amount is $ 39.11
Water usage - $.14 increase – new amount is $ 4.81 / 1000-gallons used
Water Flat - $1.18 increase – new amount is $ 40.41
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