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STAFF CORNER 

This newsletter we are 

featuring our new Planning 

and Zoning Administrator, 

Kerri Esterley. Although she 

is new to this position, Kerri 

has served in Village 

government as Treasurer for 

several years. While she has 

ample experience in finance, 

she has always wanted to 

focus on community 

development and planning 

and is excited to showcase 

her talents in this new 

opportunity. 

 

Kerri has lived in Elk Rapids 

since 2018 and enjoys the 

walkability of town. She and 

her family love exploring 

historical pockets and the 

beautiful natural landscape 

that surrounds us in Elk 

Rapids.  

 
THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO 

TO SERVE OUR 
COMMUNITY, KERRI! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ELK RAPIDS POLICE OUTREACH 
The number one priority of 
the Elk Rapids Police 
Department is to help 
residents, businesses, and 
visitors in our community. 

Community engagement, education, and 
outreach are important considerations of 
their department, and they 
demonstrated this with the Police Talk 
with Elk Rapids youth and parents at 
Veteran’s Memorial Park on June 20, 
2021. Over twenty kids and adults joined 
Chief Dave Centala, Officer Chuck Horn, 
and Officer James Westenbarger to 
discuss safety reminders and answer 
questions. Topics of interest included 
bikes, skateboarding, fireworks, 
swimming, body cameras, 911, stranger 
safety, cell phones and what to do when 
you are lost. The highlight of the event 
was when Officer James showed the kids 
his Police car and explained all the 
different technology they use! Thanks to 
Tracy Fosdick, Elk Rapids Village Council 
Trustee, for providing donuts and 
watermelon and organizing a great 
event. 

Special thanks to our amazing Police 
Department and Chief Dave, Officer 
Chuck and Officer James for leading a 
thoughtful conversation.  
 

Reminders: 
• Bikes, skateboards, scooters, and 

rollerblades are not permitted on River 

Street between Spruce and Bridge Street. 

• No Fireworks after 11:45pm; No 

Fireworks at public beaches, including 

Memorial Park; Fireworks are only 

permitted on private property at least 20 

feet from homes. 

• Swimming is only permitted at beaches; 

No bridge jumping at the Library Bridge, or 

the US-31 Bridge—Tickets will be issued at 

each bridge. 

• When you are lost Chief recommends 

staying where you are and approaching 

another adult to ask if they can call 911. 

• Cell phones are like minicomputers, use 

them wisely and never respond to texts, 

calls, or social media comments that you 

wouldn’t engage with in person. 

- Written by Village Administrative 
Intern Lauren Benitez 
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The 
Beautification 
Commission has 
had a wonderful 
summer of improving 
and maintaining the 
public gardens 
throughout the Village.  
 
The commission meets 
on the third Wednesday 
of each month to 
discuss activities that 
will benefit and promote 
the scenic environment 
of the Village of Elk 
Rapids. They 
recommend a budget 
and accompanying 
policies to the Village 
Council for the funding 
and operation of their 
program. 
 
One of these programs 
is their new 2021 
Invasive Species 
Program outlined at the 
June Village Council 
Meeting. Through this 
program the  

MEET THE 

BEAUTIFICATION 

COMMISSION CHAIR, 

SONJA PERRY! 

Sonja has served on the 
Beautification Committee 
for over ten years. She 
was recruited to serve 
because of her extensive 
work with the Elk Rapids 
Garden Club.  
 
Sonja encourages 
anyone with an interest 
in gardening to join the 
Beautification 
Commission. “We would 
love another member or 
two [on the commission] 
and we are always 
looking for volunteers!”  
 
The Garden Club and 
Beautification 
Commission each have 
10 gardens they call their 
own, but the Garden Club 
has 70 active members 
while Beautification only 
has 7. If you are 
interested in keeping Elk 
Rapids beautiful consider 
reaching out to Sonja at 
sperry@elkrapids.org.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

commission aims to create 
village awareness, a 
reporting program, 
tracking treatment and a 
maintenance program 
while continuing their 
partnership with CAKE 
CISMA (Charlevoix Antrim 
Kalkaska Emmet – 
Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management 
Area). Commission 
member Brad Basar is 
working closely with CAKE 
to create a database of 
invasive species in the 
area. 

Recently the Beautification 
Commission has 
pinpointed 60 feet of 
poison ivy in the Boardwalk 
Garden near the floating 
docks. In order to maintain 
the invasive species and 
create a safe space for 
community members, 
Beautification is working 
on covering up the poison 
ivy with landscape fabric 
and rock hardscape. 

These additions to 
Boardwalk Garden 
should be complete 
soon. 
 
You can check out the 
many landscapes that 
the committee and 
garden club maintain, 
including the median and 
boardwalk gardens, the 
Zupin-Anderson Garden 
near the kids’ fishing 
pond, the baskets along 
the US-31 bridge, the 
marigolds along fence 
lines, and more that 
brighten our streets. 
 

We appreciate 
the efforts of 

the 
Beautification 
Commission, 
Garden Club, 

and volunteers 
to help amplify 

the natural 
beauty of Elk 

Rapids! 

BEAUTIFICATION 
COMMISSION – A 

SUMMER OF 
BLOOMS 

The Beautification 
Commission works 

together to enhance public 
gardens around the Village. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL CORNER 

Meet Village Council 
Trustee Laura 
Shumate! Newly 
elected to council last 
November, she is 
excited to work with 
Village Staff to 
eventually develop a 
“Citizen’s Academy,” 
which will educate the 
community on the local 
government and 
feature opportunities 
for citizens to get 
involved. 

Laura loves being 
involved in the 
community and now 
with all her four 
children graduated she 
has time to give. 
Getting to know 
everyone in the 
community and working 
alongside them is her 
favorite part about 
serving on the council. 

 

Harbor Days 2021 took 
place August 4-7 and 

featured many events to 
celebrate the full return 

of the festival. 

2020 Harbor Days was 
limited to low 
attendance events in the 
interest of public safety. 
Harbor Days 2021 was a 
welcome return to the 
events that so many 
have loved over the 
years, including the 
carnival, arts and crafts 
show, and ERDL Kids 
Craft Day. Along with the  

longstanding events, 
there were also new 
events such as the pop-up 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic. 

The festival kicked-off with 
Evening on River Street, a 
summertime event 
organized by the Elk 
Rapids Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Miss Elk 
Rapids Emma McGuire 
welcomed everyone 
during the opening 
ceremony and Harbor 
Days Director Sherry 
thanked everyone for their 
efforts.  

 

Harbor Days concluded 
with the famous fireworks 
show over the Grand 
Traverse Bay. 

 

Thank you to 
the Harbor 

Days 
Committee 

and all 
volunteers for 

putting on 
another 

successful 
festival!! 

 

Harbor Days Visiting Royalty 

Northern Michigan Royalty came by 
Harbor Days to join in the 
festivities and fun! 

Along with the National Cherry Queen 
Allie Graziano, representatives from 
Bellaire, Charlevoix, Kalkaska, 
Mancelona, and more were able to 
participate in the parade and enjoy the 
events of Harbor Days. Many noted that 
Harbor Days was one of their favorite Up 
North festivals to attend during the 
summer. 

Miss Elk Rapids Emma McGuire and her 
court were the first set of royalty 
featured in the parade, and once they 
finished the route they  waved on 
everyone for the rest of the parade. 

The Elk Rapids Lions Club 
hosted the visiting Royalty 
for a luncheon after the 
parade. All were grateful for 
the wonderful Elk Rapids 
hospitality and enjoyed 
Harbor Days to the fullest! 



 

 

You can easily change the overall colors of the template with just a 
few clicks.  Go to the Design tab and click on Colors.  From the list of 
colors, you can choose a different color scheme.  As you hover over 
the different choices, you can see what the overall feel of the 
document will change with each different option. 

Changed the color and want to go back to the original design?  Easy!  
Just go back to the Design tab and choose the Themes option.  From 
the list, click the option to reset the theme of this template.  And just 
like that, your document color scheme will be restored to its original! 

 

 

 

 

consul t i ng 

Upcoming Dates: 
For more Village of Elk Rapids dates, please check elkrapids.org  
 

•  Regular Village Council Meetings 
Every first and third Mondays of the month, except for holidays.  
SEPTEMBER 7 (TUESDAY) & 20, OCTOBER 4 & 18, & NOVEMBER 1 & 15 
 

• Downtown Development Authority Meetings 
Every second Wednesday of the month. 

 SEPTEMBER 8, OCTOBER 13, & NOVEMBER 10 
 
• Harbor Commission Meetings 

Every second Monday of the month. 
 SEPTEMBER 13, OCTOBER 11, & NOVEMBER 8 
 
•  Parks & Recreation Meetings 

Every first Thursday of the month. 
  SEPTEMBER 2, OCTOBER 7, & NOVEMBER 4 
 
•  commUNITY Event 

The Spring Into SummER event’s fall counterpart organized by the Parks & 
Recreation Commission. Check the Village website for more information! 

  SEPTEMBER 18 
 
•  Leaf Pick-Up Dates 

DPW will start leaf pick-up in  
  TBD DEPENDING ON WEATHER – STAY TUNED! 
 
•  Brush Collection Dates 

Will continue on the first Monday of the month through summer and fall. 
  SEPTEMBER 7 (TUESDAY), OCTOBER 4, & NOVEMBER 1 
 
•  Village Office Closures 

The Government Center Will Be closed on Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and the day after 
Thanksgiving. 

  SEPTEMBER 6 (Labor Day), NOVEMBER 25 (Thanksgiving), & NOVEMBER 26 (Day 
after Thanksgiving). 

 
 
 
 

For More 
Community 
Event Info… 

Please view the 
Elk Rapids 
community 

calendar on the 
Elk Rapids Area 

Chamber of 
Commerce’s 
website at: 

elkrapidschamber.org  

 

A big THANK 
YOU to 

everyone who 
took time for 

interviews and 
contributed 
photos that 

highlight our 
beautiful  

community! 
 

We look forward 
to putting 

together more 
newsletters to 

keep the 
community 

informed 😊 
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